
To create and implement just transition pathways by involving those
potentially affected in the policymaking  process, develop a transdisciplinary
approach to identify and analyse emerging inequalities of low-carbon
transition policies, and co-design equitable, just and effective alternative
transition pathways with stakeholders.

To step change in societal understanding of distributive repercussions of
the transition to climate neutrality and to identify effective and actively
supported policy interventions to accompany climate action so that no-
one is left behind

Advancing the understanding of challenges, policy options and
measures to achieve a JUST EU Energy transition

FOLLOW

9 Partners funded by EU 

2 Partners funded by UKRI

The overall aim is to understand how marginalised communities are
affected by EGD-related policies and to see whether involving them in
decision-making processes increases the support for transition plans.

Bridging Organizations and marginalised communities for Local
Sustainability Transions in Europe

12 Partners
FOLLOW

Transdisciplinary ANd Deliberative equity appraisal of transition
policies in Energy and Mobility

FOLLOW
7 Partners

The Just Transition Cluster (JTC) materialises the link between the 3 projects and it aims to promote joint activities such

as annual meetings, joint communication and dissemination activities, thematic workshops and others.

Readmore
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City of cracks: Tracing (re)orientation and place-making in Eindhoven with photovoice 
(Anastasiya Ansteeg & Anaëlle Bueno Patin)

Abstract: Cities are constantly transforming due to different policy interventions, economic shifts, and
climate change. In Eindhoven (NL), urban change is driven by the knowledge economy and an influx
of highly skilled tech workers. Yet these transformations are uneven. As urban landscapes are
rearranged, they alter how people experience places and relate to them. This paper explores how
vulnerable inhabitants, who have been long-term unemployed, experience the city’s transformations
and develop strategies of (re)orientation. By collaborating with a community center, we use the
method of photovoice to foreground their lived experiences through photos and oral stories. Through
our concept of crack – a point of interference where the same place with the same qualities can both
orient and disorient the body in different instances – we show that place is not neutral but a dynamic
field of forces, shaped by bodies, objects, politics, and histories. We unveil how vulnerable inhabitants
resist and negotiate these cracks, inventing alternative forms of belonging and engagement with the
city – and the world.

Read more here
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Jobs vs the environment: Struggles over the green steel plan at IJmuiden, The Netherlands 
(Anaëlle Bueno Patin & Maria Kaika)

Abstract: This article discusses how worker-led decarbonisation strategies can move beyond the “jobs
vs environment” tension in the context of European just green transition plans. Focusing on the Green
Steel Plan, a decarbonisation plan developed by the trade union at the IJmuiden steel factory in the
Netherlands in response to the threat of job losses, we show how workers in alliance with
environmental communities articulated a vision for industrial transformation that links production
with broader questions of reproduction. This case challenges two dominant narratives. First, that
environmental protection inevitably threatens jobs, and second, that climate action is primarily driven
by environmental movements. Whilst existing research on labour environmentalism and feminist
political ecology has examined alliances between labour and environmental movements, labour-
environment dynamics remain under-researched and under-theorised. Drawing on interviews, field
observations, document analysis, and media coverage, we trace how the trade union and workers at
the factory attempted to give rise to an ecological consciousness, driven not only by conditions of
production but also by questions around reproduction. While the Green Steel Plan initially generated
strong support from environmental groups, tensions and rifts emerged over time. This case reveals
that, despite efforts to reconcile the tensions between production and reproduction, labour-
environment dynamics are being continuously reconfigured and renegotiated. However,
understanding these entanglements offers an avenue to move beyond the “jobs vs environment”
tension. 

Read more here

BEYOND

Even if BOLSTER came to an end in 2025, its
work continues on. Here we present some
relevant research outcomes beyond the
project's lifetime. 

https://research.tilburguniversity.edu/en/publications/city-of-cracks-tracing-reorientation-and-place-making-in-eindhove/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/25148486261440795
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Making the Just Transition Work: Institutional Voices and

Regional Solutions from Romania

Introductory remarks by Ioana Petrescu (Pur și Simplu Verde)

Moderator: George Ștefan (Pur și Simplu Verde)

The event examined how Romania’s just transition is being

implemented in practice, focusing on employment, skills

development, professional retraining, institutional

coordination and the specific needs of regions undergoing

major economic transformation. By bringing together

researchers, public institutions, civil society and interested

citizens, the webinar created a space for identifying practical

solutions and translating research evidence into policy

recommendations

Watch the recording here

AdJUST next webinars
Unions as Climate Actors: Where Are We At and What Have

We Learned?

Introductory remarks by Ben Crawford (LSE)

Moderator:  Gregor Murray (CRIMT)

With the support of AdJUST, this international webinar will bring

together three trade union representatives from Canada,

Scotland and Spain to compare their experiences and draw

lessons for union action. The discussion will focus on efforts to

secure workers’ interests in climate policies and just

transition initiatives, organizing and mobilization strategies

developed in different contexts, and priorities for union action in

the years ahead. It aims to explore how unions can play a more

strategic role in increasingly contested climate transitions

Register here

Europe’s Journey to a Just and Sustainable
Future — The AdJUST Vision

The AdJUST Just Transition Vision is brought to life in this
animated video, making it tangible, human, and worth
striving for.

Picture Europe in 2050: powered entirely by renewables and
free from energy poverty.  A place where people have a real
say in the decisions that affect them, and where living
sustainably is affordable. Getting there won’t be easy — but
it is possible, if the transition is driven by fairness, inclusion,
and genuine collaboration across society.

What could a climate-neutral
Europe actually look like? 

Watch the video to find out: here

Lastest publications
How can trade unions act strategically in response
to decarbonisation? Union strategic capacity and
automotive transition policies in Germany, Spain
and the UK (read it here)

Climate policy measures and the energy transition
present challenges for unions beyond the
traditional diverse institutional contexts, remains
unclear. Building on Richard Hyman’s concept of
‘strategic capacity’, the article explores how
different dimensions of union capacity are
mobilised to respond to challenges posed by
internal combustion engine phase-out policies.
This article draws on a study that maps trade
unions’ responses to such policies in the United
Kingdom and two EU countries.

Just Transition Governance in Romania
Policy Brief (read it here)

Romania has assembled the formal architecture of
multi-level Just Transition governance (institutions,
coordination forums, and access to European
financing) yet the system remains unable to
orchestrate transformative socio-economic change
in an effective manner. Three structural features
explain the gap. The brief sets out six priority
implications for policymakers and frames the
decision they confront in order to effectively
govern socio-economic transformation in Just
Transition regions.

The Economics of a Just Transition (read it here)

Addressing climate change requires policies that are ethically defensible, politically acceptable, and
implementable. We identify and examine four key dimensions of a just transition—distributional, restorative,
procedural, and recognition justice—and use them to map existing economic research. We highlight the
contributions and limitations of environmental economics in addressing justice concerns and discuss gaps
that future research should address to better inform the design of equitable climate policies.

https://youtube.com/watch?v=j1wbOATZC30&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fadjust-project.eu%2F
https://umontreal.zoom.us/meeting/register/WjyTbm5NQkeCow-tZtvHPg#/registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVdUK4mtq9Y&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fadjust-project.eu%2F
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/10242589261444001
https://adjust-project.eu/publications/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/epdfplus/10.1086/742029
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Discussions repeatedly drew on the six key messages of the Integrated Policy Summary. The uneven distribution

of costs and opportunities was grounded in concrete cases — the town of Narva in Estonia and coal regions in

Greece — while calls for a reinforced Just Transition Fund in the next MFF reflected the centrality of compensation

design. Institutional capacity and policy credibility emerged as a recurring concern, from mapping workers at

risk to ensuring predictable, transparent investment decisions. Speakers reinforced the value of procedural justice

and local empowerment, the need for accessible, high-quality reskilling as part of credible transition pathways,

and the importance of embedding equity into technology and industrial choices from the outset. 

The conference closed by echoing the project's own framing: transition policy must be continuously monitored

and "AdJUSTed" as circumstances evolve — reflecting the synthesis's overarching message that just

transition is as much about credible, adaptive pathways forward as it is about cushioning losses.

Advancing just transition: Tackling distributive
impacts and building societal support

The final conference of AdJUST was organised by IEEP with the
support of the partners and took place on 12 May in Brussels.
Hosted by the European Economic and Social Committee, the
event was structured into two sessions: 

an institutional panel in the morning, during which
representatives from EU institutions reacted to the project’s
results and outlined the current challenges of policy
implementation from their perspective;
an interactive session in the afternoon, which engaged
various stakeholders and focused on how the project results
are “adjusting” to a changing world. 

[Read the full report]

AdJUST Final Conference

https://adjust-project.eu/final-conference-advancing-just-transition-tackling-distributive-impacts-and-building-societal-support/
https://adjust-project.eu/employment-and-earnings-losses-in-a-green-transition-lessons-from-the-oil-industry/


CLUSTER PARTNERS

This project is funded by the European Union under the Grant Agreement n. º101069586. Views and opinions expressed are
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the
European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

Disclaimer: This newsletter was produced by BOLSTER. Every newsletter subscriber of each project (AdJUST, BOLSTER and TANDEM) will be receiving the Just Transition Cluster newsletter
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